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Abstract

Despite the efforts of the forest and rangeland organization, the rangelands of Iran are
suffering from severe degradation agents mainly grazing, converting to other landuses, arson
and wild fires as well as plant removal by local people for by products utilities. Furthermore,
weak or negative participation of local inhabitants cause ineffectiveness of some reclamation
measures such as grazing exclusion and grazing management. Thus, it is crucial that the ideas
and experiences of local inhabitants are considered throughout planning and applying of
rangeland projects, particularly during. The nomads should be considered in rangeland
management, because their livelihoods completely are depends on rangelands and forage
production. This study was conducted in Dalahoo rangeland (DR) of Kermanshah province,
Iran. The objective was to evaluate the nomads and herders incentive to participate in grazing
exclosure in Dalaho rangeland (GEDR). The research carried out within four steps including
data collection; interviewing nomad leaders; interviewing herders and nomads; and discussion
with administrative local office. The responders interviewed about the effects of rangeland
excuser program and their incentive to approving that using the questionnaire. The results
revealed that DR before exclusion was degraded due to heavy and early grazing, so that bare
soil was about 50 -70% and dominated by un-palatable plant species. The grazing exclusion
covered about 8000 ha that was done with participatory of stakeholders mainly nhomads and
their leaders. The intervention of the famous leader convinced them to assign GEDR
agreement. He also forbade hunting wildlife. We explored that the ideas, experiences and
opinions of nomads' leaders are more valuable for sustaining environments, grazing system
and nomads' livelihoods. Both nomads and their leaders were worried about conflict with
illegal herders. In opinions of respondent decline in winter-range and forage prices cause
improper grazing. However, 74% of respondent believed that DR is rehabilitated by GEDR.

We found that their indigenous knowledge about animal grazing and rangeland is inherited
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from their ancestors. Finally, they agreed GEDR through advice of tribal leaders, their field
observation and meeting with natural resources office, respectively. They demonstrated that
during GEDR, forage supply sources for their animal were managed by local office, hence;
they had bought a parts of their needed forage. Natural resources office of Dalaho solved
some problems and conflicted as well as monitoring and inventory of GEDR. It is concluded
that, GEDR contributed in significant rehabilitation of valuable vegetation, recovery of
wildlife, soil conservation, by production, beekeeping and local tourism, so that sustaining

both rangeland and grazing need to participation of all stakeholders.

Key Words: Authorized Herders; Dalahoo Rangeland; Nomads Leader; Vegetation Cover
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